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North Northamptonshire Schools Forum: 20 October 2022 

Agenda Item 9 

Pupil Growth Fund Policy and Update 

 

 

1. Background  

1.1 The Pupil Growth Fund (PGF) provides the mechanism by which the Local Authority (LA) provides 
revenue funding to schools to employ the necessary staff to allow for the provision of new school 
places. The PGF is a key factor in ensuring that the LA can fulfil its statutory obligation of providing 
a sufficiency of school places in all areas of North Northamptonshire.  

1.2 The PGF is funded from the Schools Block of the Dedicated Schools Grant and is top sliced from 
school budgets before the remainder is distributed via the Schools Funding Formula (for primary 
and secondary mainstream schools and academies). 

1.3 Schools Forum is responsible for setting the amount of funding that schools receive when providing 
new school places at the request of the LA and the total allocated budget of the Pupil Growth Fund. 

1.4 The PGF rates were last updated for the 2021/22 financial year and are based upon average teacher 
costs. These rates are identified below: 

 

1.5 Due to the fact that the LA operates on the 1st April – 31st March financial year and schools operate 
on an academic year, any school that receives PGF funding will receive the funding in two tranches. 
One payment of 5/12ths to cover the period 1st April – 31st August each year and a second payment 
of 7/12ths to cover the period 1st September – 31st March.  

1.6 The LA can recoup any PGF funding paid to an academy from the ESFA made in the period 1st April 
to 31st August annually, due to the way academies are funded.  

1.7 Funding will be pro-rated for part form or multiples of full form entry, for example: 

a) The total sum above will be multiplied by 0.5 for a part form entry of 15 pupils 

b) For an increase of one and a half form entry (45 pupils) the total sum will be multiplied 
by 1.5 

Teacher £52,587 Teacher £41,648
LSA (per 1 class of 30) £26,752 LSA (per 1 class of 30) £12,115

Classroom Support (per 
1 class of 30)

£14,195

Resources £3,000 Consumables £1,000
Total £82,339 Total £68,958

Pupil Growth Fund rates
£ per 30 additional places added

Secondary Primary 
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1.8 Entry numbers falling under the half form or full form levels will be rounded to the nearest 
eligible entry level.  

1.9 Where form entries are less than 50% of the half form entry numbers these entries will not be 
eligible for growth funding. 

1.10 A payment will be made for each year that the school is growing until the earliest of the following:  

i. The school reaches full capacity attributable to the increase in PAN approved by the 
Assistant Director of Education 

ii. The Growth Fund criteria changes due to affordability 

iii. There is a change in the funding formula as directed from the Education and Skills Funding 
Agency. 

2. 2021-22 Pupil Growth Fund Outturn 

2.1 Pupil Growth Fund in 2021-22 overspent by £0.35m. The table below sets out the final position. 

 

2.2 The ESFA adjusted the following academies in 2021-22 for Pupil Growth Fund. 

 

 

  

2021-22 Pupil Growth fund Outturn £

2021-22 Pupil Growth Fund Budget as per January 2021 Schools Forum decision 700,000.00

Recoupment from ESFA for 2021-22 Pupil Growth Fund paid 1st April to 31st August 2021 381,197.08 

Adjustments to 2020-21 Pupil Growth Fund by ESFA -218,014.00 

2021-22 Pupil Growth Fund Expenditure -1,213,612.60 

2021-22 Pupil Growth Fund Overspend -350,429.52 

School

Corby Technical School

Kettering Science Academy

Loatlands Primary School

Prince William School

Rushden Primary Academy

Southfield School for Girls

St Brendan's Catholic Primary School
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2.3  Pupil Growth Fund expenditure was spent on the following schools in 2021-22 

 

3. 2022-23 Pupil Growth Fund Position 

3.1 The forecast position for Pupil Growth Fund in 2022-23 is as follows: 

 
  

School  2021-22 Total Expenditure 

Hawthorn Community Primary Academy 31,362.00
Irthlingborough Infant School and Nursery 32,575.00
Loatlands Primary School 44,802.00
Newton Road (changed trust was Risdene) 16,195.00
Prior's Hall - A Learning Community 85,125.00
Rushden Primary Academy (Goulsbra Road) 22,401.00
St Brendans Academy 26,882.00
Hayfield Cross 75,002.60
Tennyson Road Infant School 32,575.00
Titchmarsh CofE Primary School 22,401.00
Total Primary Growth £389,320.60
Brooke Weston Academy 46,280.00
Christopher Hatton 26,140.00
Corby Technical School 436,360.00
Kettering Science Academy 158,676.00
Prince William Academy 55,587.00
Southfield School for Girls 79,338.00
The Kingswood School 21,911.00
Total Secondary Growth £824,292.00
Total Growth Expenditure in 2021-22 £1,213,612.60

2022-23 Pupil Growth Fund £

2022-23 Growth Fund Budget as per January 2022 Schools Forum decision 750,000.00

Recoupment from ESFA for 2022-23 Growth Fund paid 1st April to 31st August 2022 470,585.00

2022-23 Growth Fund Expenditure April - August 2022 -715,653.00 

2022-23 Growth Fund Expenditure October 2022 - March 2023 -232,532.78 

Recoupment by ESFA for Stanton Cross 2022-23 Budget -134,315.38 

Autumn 2022 Unforseen Bulge Classes Requirements (to be confirmed) -384,248.67 

Forecast Growth Fund Overspend for 2022-23 -246,164.83 
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3.2 Growth has been funded at the following schools in 2022-23:  

 

4. Requirements for the 2023-24 Pupil Growth Fund 

4.1 This paper sets the scene in informing Schools Forum of the growing Pupil Growth Fund issue we 
currently face in North Northamptonshire. 

4.2 A further paper will be brought to Schools Forum detailing the 2023-24 Pupil Growth Fund 
requirements and the decision in principle required to set the Primary and Secondary School 
Budgets. 

5. Recommendations for Schools Forum 

5.1 Schools Forum is asked to note the contents of the report and observe the emerging need to 
increase the Pupil Growth Fund for 2023-24. 

6. Next steps 

6.1 A further paper will be brought to Schools Forum in December 2022 detailing the 2023-24 Pupil 
Growth Fund requirements as well as additional budget required to meet the current overspend. 

School  2022-23 Total Expenditure 

Irthlingborough Infant School and Nursery 23,268.00

Prior's Hall - A Learning Community 22,401.00

St Brendans Academy 11,201.00

Stanton Cross Primary 90,000.00

 Hayfield Cross (Kettering East) 32,575.17

Tennyson Road Infant School 112,401.00

Titchmarsh CofE Primary School 53,763.03

Total Primary Growth £345,609.20

Brooke Weston Academy 165,289.00

Corby Technical School 82,645.00

Kettering Science Academy 112,397.08

 Kingswood Secondary 92,562.17

Prince William Academy 44,204.00

Sir Christopher Hatton School 72,421.33

Southfield School for Girls 33,058.00

Total Secondary Growth £602,576.58

Total Growth Expenditure in 2022-23 to date £948,185.78

Recoupment by ESFA for Stanton Cross 2022-23 Budget £134,315.38

Autumn 2022 Unforseen Bulge Classes Requirements (to be confirmed) £384,248.67

Forecast Growth Expenditure in 2022-23 £1,466,749.83
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6.2 A decision in principle will also be required in the December 2022 meeting to set the Primary and 
Secondary School Budgets. 

7. Financial implications 

7.1 The current 2022-23 Pupil Growth Fund is forecast to overspend by £0.246m. There will be a need 
to top slice an equivalent amount from Schools Block in 2023-24 Schools Block DSG Allocation 
plus enough set aside for 2023-24 Pupil Growth Fund to support the urgent emerging growth to 
ensure that NNC is able to provide a sufficiency of school places across in North 
Northamptonshire in 2023-24. 

8. Legal implications 

8.1 The legislation governing the Schools Forum powers and responsibilities is available at the link 
below. This outlines that deductions that require a vote by all Schools Forum members. 

Stat guidance template (publishing.service.gov.uk) 

 

8.2 For further information on the legislature for deductions please see The School and Early Years 
Finance (England) Regulations 2022 (legislation.gov.uk) 

https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/cEd4CovJof5o0Af1WBcl?domain=assets.publishing.service.gov.uk
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/27/made
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/uksi/2022/27/made
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9. Risks 

9.1 If Pupil Growth Fund is not established for 2023-24, NNC will not be able to fund previously 
agreed growth across the primary and secondary phases of education in North Northamptonshire 
and ‘new and growing’ schools will not receive budgeted for growth funding. This is likely to result 
in severe budget issues at several schools listed above, incur significant reputational damage and 
possible legal action against NNC by the schools involved. 

9.2 Should a Pupil Growth Fund for 2023-24 be established but with insufficient budget to fund all 
required growth in North Northamptonshire, NNC may fail to fulfil its statutory obligations of 
providing a sufficiency of school places. 

Report Author: 

Officer name:  Neil Goddard  

Officer title:  Assistant Director of Education 

Email address: neil.goddard@northnorthants.gov.uk  

mailto:neil.goddard@northnorthants.gov.uk
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